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I.  Course Description

This class will survey the Biblical literature (questions of who, what, when and where). In addition, we will focus on the interpretation of different genres (i.e. types of literature), using as examples specific biblical books which will be the focus of attention in greater detail. 
IV. Course Procedures and Grades
Course Procedures:

1. Exam questions will come from each of the READING ASSIGNMENT and other class materials.

2. Assignments should be done on time and legibly.

3. Late assignments receive a 10 mark deduction per day.

4. Assignments will be three types, Reading, Practical and Demonstration.  It will be expected that you will attempt to do ALL of the assigned work In order to get maximum benefit from the subject.

5. Class time will include class lecture, discussion and non-formal learning activities. 
Grades:
	Attendance and participation:
	5%

	Summary of a method of biblical study:
	15%

	Class presentation:
	15%

	On-line quizzes and 'overnight writes':
	10%

	Term paper:
	30%

	Final exam:
	25%


V. Assignments 
 

Summary of a method applied to the study of the Bible:
This assignment involves summarizing, explaining and evaluating a method that scholars apply to the study of the Bible. The best way to do this is to consult the relevant chapters in the following books, and perhaps also in relevant dictionaries of Biblical studies:

Barton, John (editor), The Cambridge Companion to Biblical Interpretation, Cambridge University Press, 1998. 

Green, Joel B., Hearing the New Testament, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995.

Marshall, I. Howard, New Testament Interpretation, Carlisle: Paternoster, 1979.

McKenzie, Steven L. and Stephen R. Haynes, To Each Its Own Meaning: An Introduction to Biblical Criticisms and their Application, Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1993.

Choose one of the following methods of study: Historical-criticism; narrative/literary

criticism; reader-response criticism; reader-response criticism; archaeology; social-

scientific approaches; textual criticism; redaction criticism; form criticism; feminist 

interpretation; deconstructionist and/or political interpretations; source criticism; 

demythologization. These are due the 3rd week of the semester. Your summary will be made available to your colleagues to help with their understanding of these methods and to help with revision for the final – so do a good job, or you may become very unpopular! ;-)

 

Class Presentation:  

Each student is to sign up to make a class presentation of roughly 5 minutes. The student will, on the day in question, introduce some general points they have learned about the book/topic to be studied on that day, and will pose a few questions, thoughts, or reflections which will stimulate further discussion. Although you may make the presentation from memory if you are able, a sheet indicating books/articles used in researching the presentation, and an outline. Students must use at least two additional articles/chapters besides the textbooks in preparing this project.

Learning Activities:

Learning for this class will involve daily reading in Acts, lecture and discussion in class, textbook readings, research papers, reflection papers, weekly quizzes over memory work, map studies, and a final exam (short answer and multiple choices over class discussion, map work, memory work).

Term paper:

The term paper for this class will consist of a short essay (around 4-5 pages) in which you analyze and interpret a passage from the Bible of your choice. You may approach the text from any perspective you like, provided it involves a scholarly analysis of the text such as we are adopting in class. You are welcome to add your own personal thoughts on the application of the text, however that must be in addition to the 4-5 pages of ‘exegesis’ (i.e. historical and/or literary analysis). By a passage I mean an individual psalm, a parable, a story, or the like. It should not be too short (e.g. less than a chapter) or too long (i.e. more than 2 chapters). If the story that interests you is too long, then choose an excerpt from it. Your choice of passage must be approved by the professor, so please consult me before starting.
The following points represent key things that will be looked for in all your written work:
1) Intellectual honesty: All written work must be your own. If you use someone else's words, there must be quotation marks and a footnote indicating this.  Simply changing a few words is not good enough. You must put ideas in your own words; and even then, if the idea is someone else's, you must still provide a footnote or other reference. If you plagiarize you will get a zero grade for the assignment with no opportunity to redo it. If you plagiarize a second time you will fail the class. Intellectual honesty is of more fundamental importance than anything you will learn by taking this class.
2) Critical thinking: How you think is infinitely more important to me than what you think. You will gain no points by agreeing with me, and lose none by disagreeing. What matters is how you argue your case, and that you examine critically not only the views of others, but also your own views. Coupled with the need for critical thinking is a need for:
3) Fairness: You must understand the views of others, even if you disagree with them. Treat their views the way you would like your own viewpoints to be treated. Again, whether you agree or disagree with an author's viewpoint is completely up to you. But you must understand what he or she says, and not merely in a superficial manner. Recent (postmodern) thought may emphasize that none of us can claim to be objective: we all have a viewpoint, and we all have assumptions and biases. But this need not mean that we are incapable of interacting with the views of others in a manner that is fair.
4) Breadth of reading, reflection, and interaction with scholarly writings: Your view and opinion are important; in fact, your ability to evaluate different viewpoints and then draw your own conclusions will make the difference between B+ or A- work and A work. On the other hand, a university essay is not simply your reflections. You must find out what others have to say, and relate your conclusions to theirs. To simply reference one or two books or articles (or worse, one or two web pages) will not be adequate. The best research papers will combine in-depth research with creativity and originality. Please also note that, although I have sought to make available to you the highest quality of online resources via the course web page, online reading is rarely if ever sufficient for writing a college-level paper. Unless you are certain you have access to complete online articles and books by authors who deal with topics in a scholarly manner, you should use web-based resources with caution.
5) Although it should not be necessary to specify this, all work submitted must be typed and must be in appropriate English (i.e. correct spelling and punctuation, no IM abbreviations). What you are trying to say is important, but it will not count for much if your ideas are not communicated clearly and intelligibly. A good idea might be to have a study partner or other individual who can proofread your work, in some form of reciprocal arrangement. Getting critical feedback prior to handing work in will also very likely contribute to you receiving a higher grade.
 

Final exam:
The final exam will cover general knowledge of the topics we have covered in class: scholarly methods of study, sources, and the Synoptic problem, questions of historicity and authorship, as well as short selections from the set texts for you to comment on. You will have a larger number of questions, from which you must choose two. 

VI. Course Outline
Provisional class schedule 
Bible readings for later in the semester will be added as the semester progresses.

	Week
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday

	I
	What is the Bible?
 
	How shall we study the Bible?
HW: Read A2A pp.xi-13; Borg ch.1
	Methods of and Approaches to Studying the Bible
HW: Read Borg chs.2-3

	II
	Martin Luther King Day: No class
	Creation stories
HW: Genesis 1; Enuma Elish; Wenham, "Interpreting Gen.1-3"
	Creation stories
HW: Genesis 2-3;  Borg ch.4; A2A pp.14-21

	III
	The Pentateuch
	Overview of Biblical History
Archaeology and the Bible 

 
	Historical Narrative I
HW: Exodus 3,5-6,14-15; Borg ch.5; A2A pp.22-31

	IV
	Law & Covenant: 
The 10 Commandments
HW: Exodus 20-21
	Law (continued)
HW: Article on 10 Commandments 

 
	War in the Bible: Deuteronomy and Joshua
HW: Deuteronomy 7,13; Joshua 6-8 

 

	V 

(9/22)
	Historical Narrative II
HW:  A2A pp.32-47; 2 Kings 18-25 

 
	Historical Narrative II
HW: A2A pp.67-81; 2 Chronicles 29-36 

 
	The Prophets
HW: A2A pp.32-48; Borg ch.6; Isaiah 
 

	VI 

(9/29)
	Amos & Hosea
HW: A2A pp. 49-66; Hosea 1-3,6-7,11,13-14; Amos 1-6 

 
	Ezekiel & Jeremiah
HW: Ezekiel 1-5; Jeremiah 1-4,20 

 
	Jonah
HW: The Book of Jonah 

 

	VII 

(10/6)
	The Exile and the Birth of Judaism (Ezra & Nehemiah)
	Second Temple Judaism 
HW: Maccabees
	Contemporaries of Jesus
HW: 

	VIII 

(10/13)
	The Historical Jesus 

HW: A2A pp.106-116; Mark 1:1-6:6.
	Earliest Christianity
	Birth Stories: Samson & Samuel
HW: Judges 13, 1 Samuel 1-3

	IX 

(10/20)
	Birth Stories 2: Jesus
HW: Luke-2; Matthew 1-2
	Historical Narrative II: Gospels
HW: Borg ch.8; A2A pp.140-161; Mark 8:22-9:1; Matthew 5
	Historical Narrative II: Gospels & Acts
HW: Luke 23; Acts 7:51-8:25

	X 

(10/27)
	The Gospel of John
HW: A2A pp. 170-178
	Psalms & poetic books
HW: A2A pp.82-99; Psalm 2, 8,13,14,22,23,24,32,51,72,137,148
	Poetry continued
HW: Read Colossians 1:15-20; Philippians 2:6-11; Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 24:1-27; Baruch 3:9-4:4 

	XI 

(11/3)
	Wisdom Literature: Proverbs
HW: A2A pp.100-116 

 
	Job & Ecclesiastes
HW: Borg ch.7; Job 1-14,38-42 

 
	Ben Sira, Wisdom of Solomon
HW: Wisd.Sol.1-3,10-11; Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 1,38,44-50 

 

	XII 

(11/10)
	Interpreting Letters: Paul 

HW: A2A pp.118-139; Borg ch.9; Romans 2:17-4:24
	Letters: James
HW: James ch.2; Galatians ch.3
	Letters: Hebrews
HW: 

	XIII 

(11/17)
	Apocalyptic: Daniel
HW: A2A pp.179-183
	Apocalyptic: Revelation
HW: Borg ch.10
	Apocalyptic (continued)

	XIV 

(11/24)
	Thanksgiving break: NO CLASS
	Thanksgiving break: NO CLASS
	Thanksgiving break: NO CLASS

	XV 

(12/1)
	Canon
HW: A2A pp.185-193
	History of Interpretation
	 

	XVI 

(12/8)
	 
	 
	Last Day Of Class
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